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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

■ 1 ■ An imago proc& gs-mg- apparatua co rnprrTs^tig : 
a storing section having a storip^f area for storing 



image data that has been compresse^T and divided; and 

an image-processing control/section which combines and 
decompresses stored image data"in—the--storing section, and 
then carries out an image Processing on the image data, and 
which again stores the /processed image data that has been 
compressed and divided in the storing section, the image- 
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processing control section having a judgment section which 
makes a judgment ste to whether or not an empty storing area 
in the storing/ section is sufficient in storing the 
processed image' data , 

upon judgement by the judgment section showing that the 
empty storing area is insufficient, the image-processing 
control section allowing the processed image data to be 
stored in /storing areas including the storing areas in which 
the stored image data was originally stored. 



2 J The image-processing apparatus as defined in claim 
1, wherein: the storing area is constituted by a plurality 
of blocks, each storing one divided portion of image data, 
andyif the judgment by the judgment section shows that the 
empty storing-— a^res is sn^ficient, the image-processing 
control section preferentially uses afr^-^mpty storing area 
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conoiating of cuiiLiimuiifai b lo cks so as to store tng^processed 
image data . 



it 



3. An image -processing apparatus comprising: 
a storing section having/a storing area for storing 
image data that has been corrfpressed and divided; and 

an image -processing /control section which carries out 
a pre-processing on image data, compresses and divides the 
image data, and then/stores the resulting image data in the 
storing section as stored image data, which combines and 
decompresses the /stored image data, and then carries out an 
image processing on the image data, and which again stores 



the processed/ image data that has been compressed and 
divided in /the storing section, the image processing 
including a/ combining process for main image data and sub 
image data/of the image data, the pre-processing including 
a process /for adding to the main image data a blank section 
to which/the sub image data is inserted. 



4./ An image-processing apparatus comprising: 

st^>]^^ a storing area for storing 

image/ data that has been compressed and divided; and 

an image-processing control section which combines and! 



H^ompr-^.ggfip^ ptored ima. 



section, and then carries out an 
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" ima g e -data, ana wnicn again stores the processed ijoag^cTata 
that has been compressed and divided in the scoring section, 
the image -processing control section-^naving a judgment 
section which makes a judgment as to whether or not an empty 
storing area in the storing section is sufficient in storing 
the processed image data, Leased upon the judgment by the 
judgment section, the /image -processing control section 
allowing the processed image data to be stored in storing 
areas including ther storing section. 
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5. The image-processing apparatus as defined in claim 
4, wherein, i£ the judgment by the judgment section shows 
that the empty storing area is insufficient, the image- 
processing/control section allows the processed image data 
to be stored in the storing areas in which the stored image 
data was/ originally stored. 



6/ The image-processing apparatus as defined in claim 
4, wherein: the storing area is constituted by a plurality 
of blocks, each storing one divided portion of image data, 
and ff the judgment by the judgment section shows that the 
empyy storing area is sufficient, the image-processing 
control section preferentially uses an empty storing area 
consisting ot Continuous blocks so as to store the processed 
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—2., — An- imago proces s ing appara - t ^us-, — which comgrlaeR ,an, 
image -processing means for carrying out an-^image processing 
on image data, which compresses ana divides the image data 
so as to be stored in a storing means in a divided manner, 
and which combines the^g^roup of the divided and compressed 
image data thus stored, and decompresses and restores them 
so as to be output,ted, comprising: 

a storing area managing means for managing a storing 
area of the storing means, the storing area managing means 



being designed so that, when, after the group of the divided 



/ 



and compressed image data, which were divided and 



temporarily stored in the storing means, have been restored 
and subjected to the image processing, the resulting data is 
again /compressed and divided so as to be stored in the 
storing means, a storing area\ used by the group of the 
diyided and compressed imagey data prior to the image 
r rocessing is^a^T5T3^josed . 




8. The image -processing apparatus as defd.n-e'd in claim 
7, further comprising a judgment me an s^fpr "making a judgment 
as to whether or not empy^"^tor^ areas in the storing 
means are sufficient in stQ^onh the group of divided and 
compressed image data aft^>^he/image processing, 

wherein, when the/judgment means shows that the empty 
.storing areas are/insuf f icient , the storing area managing 
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means utilizes a storing area used by^fcJ^e--~"55roup of the 
divided and compressed image ] da-fa prior to the image 
processing so as to storeMtkfe group of the divided and 
compressed image data-^aJEter Vhe'image processing. 



9. The imaae-p rnrpsffing appara tus as defined in claim 
8, wherein, upon storing the group of ^tl^^d-iATided and 
compressed image data after the image^processing in the 
empty storing areas, the storing area managing means 
preferentially carries out^a/storing process in a portion 
having continuous sections each corresponding to one 
divisional portion of /the compressed image data. 



^ 10. An image-processing apparatus, which comprises an 

image-processing means for carrying out an image processing 
on image data, which compresses and divides the image data 



so as to be stored in a storing means in a divided manner, 

/ 

and which /combines the group of the divided and compressed 
image data thus stored, and decompresses and restores them 
so as to be outputted, comprising: 

a/ pre-processing means which, upon having an 
instruction for an image -processing involving an image\ 
combining process including a center binding edition and an 
edit^ic^ to a plurality/ 

of^>ages into one page, carries^o^^ 
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aO^ofetla g imag o data of an imaj^^ gc^^fre^ 
combining process to-~preliminarily possess a blank section 
to which the^unage to be combined is inserted, prior to the 
inpuy^climage ^lata is compressed, divided and stored in the 
sturirng—meatis . 





